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A principal goal of {hc ‘101’liX/I’OSl iIIlON vcrifica[im cffor[ is the
c:ilibraticm  of any bias or drif[ in the radar altimeter systems. ‘1’o this
md, NASA has instrumented M oil platform  (1 larvcst) 20 km from
l’oint Conccpticm,  California, for the puqmc of collecting in-situ
Immurements of sca level and ancillary information along  the
‘l$ol’ll  X/l’C)Slilll ON ground track. ‘1’hc satellite passes ciircctly  over
the platform every 10 days on its rcpca(ing orbit, making pmsiblc an
cs[imate. of the bias in the al[imctcr range. III this prcscnlation, wc
discuss results from the first 30 overflights of the IIarvcs( platform,
JIcar]  y a fu] 1 year of data. }<cpJ’cscI)lcd  in this cnscmblc of data arc
22 overflights by the American dual-frequency altimeter (Al ;1’) and
II overflights by the l;rcnch  solid-state altimeter (SSA1 .’I’). Chrrcnt
ICSUIIS suggest that the Al .“1’ is measuring short- by 15 to 20 cm-
whilc Ihc SSA1 ,’1’ is relatively unbiasccl.  IIata from the CN1iS
primary calibmt  ion sjtc on 1,ampcdusa  island in the Mcdilcrrancan
are also ccmsidcrcd. ‘1’hc primary 1 .ampc(lusa  campaign ended in
IJcccmbcr, 1992, aftc.r  9 overflights (3 Al .7’ and 6 SSAI ;1’). Results
from this campaign arc consistent with those from } larvcst,  A
cmcnt  cst i mate of the rclat ivc bins (Al .“1’ vs SSA1 .“1’) from the global
cvtiluation  of altimctcx  crossovers is 20 cm, further corroborating
the rcsu]ts from the on-siic calibrations at IIarvest and 1.ampcdusa.


